
TAKE 5 – Severe Weather
Five Minute Safety Talks
Take a few minutes to review the severe weather terminology used by the National Weather Service (NWS).   

• A Tornado Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for the development of severe thunderstorms and
tornadoes in and close to the watch area.  These watches are issues for large areas by the Storm Prediction
Center in Norman, Oklahoma, and are usually valid for five to eight hours.

• A Tornado Warning is issued when strong rotation in a thunderstorm is indicated by Doppler weather radar or
a tornado is sighted by spotters or other persons, such as local law enforcement.

• A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for the development of severe
thunderstorms in and close to the watch area.  A severe thunderstorm contains large damaging hail, of one
inch in diameter or larger, and or damaging winds greater than 58 miles per hour or greater.  These watches
are also issued for large areas by the Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Oklahoma

• A Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued when sighted by spotters or other persons, such as local law
enforcement, or indicated by Doppler weather radar.  A severe thunderstorm contains large damaging hail of
one inch in diameter or larger, and/or damaging winds of 48 miles per hour or greater.

Be prepared for severe weather at home and in the workplace.   Identify the best places to shelter during tornado 
watches and warnings.  Follow these recommendations: 

At Home -- Shelter in the basement under a sturdy table or workbench.  Stay away from windows and areas
under heavy objects on the floor above (pianos, refrigerators, etc).  In a house or apartment with no basement, 
go to the lowest floor or center room like a bathroom or closet.  Always avoid rooms or areas with windows.  
Crouch down as low as possible and face downward while covering the head with the hands.  If possible, cover 
yourself with some type of thick padding (mattress, blankets, etc.) to protect against falling debris.  Mobile homes 
are not safe during tornadic events.  For this reason, move to a permanent structure with a basement or interior 
room with no windows. 

At Work -- If severe weather should strike while at work, shelter below grade in a tunnel or basement.  If
sheltering in an office, go directly to an enclosed windowless area in the center of the building.  Areas under 
stairwells may provide additional protection.

Be Prepared 
• Identify tornado evacuation points at home and in the workplace.  Post signage indicating their location.
• Monitor weather conditions using severe weather alert radios, mobile phone apps that offer severe weather

notifications, and local television stations.
• Move to shelter areas as soon as the tornado warning is issued.
• Set-up a system to account for all persons during and after the tornado has passed.
• Perform drills at least once per year at home and at work.

For more information on our Ag Industry specific training, 
contact us at 844-8SAFETY or  www.safetymadesimple.com 
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